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LEPIDOPTERA - MOTHS 
SPEAKER: PETER MARRIOT 


What insects are brightly-coloured, fly around in the day-time, rest with 
their wings vertically together and have clubbed antennae? Moths or 
butterflies? Both are correct for two reasons. All butterflies are moths 
because butterflies are one of the Families of Lepidoptera, the moths. Also 
there are moths that are not butterflies that have these characteristics. 


In this report, the technical details given to us in the Power Point 
presentation will not be included. These can be found in the published 
books by Peter Marriot, Moths of Victoria, “Part 1 Silk moths and allies”; 
“Part 2 Tiger moths and allies” published by the Entomological Society of 
Victoria with CD included and regular email updates available. These 
include every moth known to occur in Victoria, organized in taxonomic 
eroups. 


There are 70 families of Lepidoptera with at least 2000 of the 20,000 
Australian species found in Victoria and with 300 of these species in the 
butterfly family. In his presentation Peter spent most of the time 
concentrating on three of the familiar families, the Sun-moth, Synemon; 
the Gum-moth, Opodiphthera eucalypti; and the grass feeders, Pterdocera. 


Peter CHRTAEES us to observe closely the moths we see as we may 

discover species thought now to be 
extinct. The Cryptic Sun-moth, Synemon 
theresa’s existence has not been noted for 
more that a century. It is thought to have 
fed on Wallaby Grass. A very close-up 
look at the top of the wings of Synemon 
moths show bristles hooked on to the 
wing. They fly about after 10am on very 
hot but not windy days and rest on 


Frenulum 


sedges where they lay their eggs and where the larval stage shelters. 


There are three important groups in the Gum-moths; the Emperor Gum, 
the Helena Gum and the King Island 
Gum-moths. Peter used photos of 
them to help us distinguish between 
"ithe first two using the different 

markings on the wings. He spent time 


Opodiphthera helena (White) 
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eS oA - JN telling us about the development of 
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pty _ > Kangaroo Island to whom he had 

given the eggs. He showed photos of 
the brightly-coloured caterpillars as they munched their way through large 
quantities of Eucalyptus leaves. 


For Pterocera there are two main 
eroups of these Grass-feeders; the 
lined and the reddish groups. They all 
have beautiful long feather-like 
antennae. The caterpillars are quite 
hairy and the female has no wings and 
SO never moves from the grass she 
lives on. In good seasons caterpillars 
can move greater distance whereas in 
drought times they stay 1N VETLY — ‘yeonp sent Permtews 

specific areas. Hence species are 

confined to restricted areas and so easily identified. The wasps are one of 
their predators which, when killed by farmers’ sprays, the moths increase 
to great numbers. Also when there is removal of trees and the consequent 
decrease in the bird numbers, there 1s an increase in the number of grass 
moths. The reddish group is so named because of colour of the wings and 
antennae of the male adult. 


Peter concluded by telling us about the publications, noted above in the 
second paragraph, and directed us to examine the display box of examples 
he had collected from field excursions. The pages of the publications he 
used as examples for us showed beautiful illustrations and photos with 
detailed information included. His life-long enthusiasm for knowledge of 
moths would stir those of us, who 1n the past did not give a second look at 
a moth, to now stop and look again. 


Fran Hanrahan 


WESTERN WETLANDS 3 APRIL 2011 


The excursion to wetlands west of Ballarat began with two carloads of 
field nats leaving Ballarat on a cool autumn morning and two other people 
joined us during the day. 


Winter Swamp has filled with water. Most of the surface has emergent 
plants — rushes, sedges, milfoil, and floating duckweed and Azolla. A 
pair of Coots was feeding a red-headed chick. Many coots, moorhen and 
swamphens were seen. Only heads of swans were seen above the 
vegetation. 


We travelled to the eastern side of Lake Burrumbeet. The trees, mainly 
wattles, direct seeded in 2007 have now grown to over 2 metres tall in 
areas with fertile soils. However in the poor quality, non-wetting sands, 
the direct seeding and tube plantings have been less successful. On a walk 
near the caravan park we found Great Cormorant, Black Duck, Hardhead 
and Silver Gull on the water and Grey Fantail, New Holland Honeyeater 
and Yellow-rumped Thornbill in the trees. On a conifer we saw 
developing cones near the top of the tree. 


Looking north from Dobsons Lane we could see Cockpit Lagoon and two 
other swamps full of water. Many Black Swans had cygnets or were still 
nesting. Shelduck were also on the swamps. A pair of Brolga was grazing 
in a paddock near a herd of cattle. We enjoyed lunch sheltered by a 
plantation of trees at Sawyer Bay before travelling south to Black Swamp. 


Viewing Black Swamp from the roadside we saw Black Swan, Silver 
Gulls, Musk Duck. Perched along a fence were many Welcome Swallows 
accompanied by a couple of Fairy Martins. The flock of swallows later 
settled on the gravel road. 


We travelled further west to Lake Goldsmith. Birds were flighty here due 
to the duck-shooting season and we heard a couple of shots. Black Duck., 
Shelduck, and Grey Teal were common and we also saw Australasian 
Shoveler and Chestnut Teal. Coot, Moorhen and Swamphen all were seen 
with young. Australian Grebe had chicks and Hoary-headed Grebe were 
diving. A mauve flowering daisy on the lake banks was identified as 
Vittadinia gracilis, Woolly New Holland Daisy. We saw few raptors 
during the day, a Brown Falcon on powerlines and a distant Whistling 
Kite over Lake Goldsmith. 


Our afternoon tea break was held near the closed Lake Goldsmith School 
and we returned via Beaufort. 


John Gregurke 


JUNE 2011 — BIODIVERSITY ACROSS THE BORDERS CONFERENCE 


The theme for the 2011 Biodiversity Across Borders Conference is 
“Vulnerability and Resilience of Ecosystems”. The conference will be 
held at the Mt. Helen campus of the University of Ballarat on 9 June 
2011. 


The keynote address will be delivered by Dr John Williams (Natural 
Resources Commission). 


General sub-themes to be covered at the conference include: 
e Detecting change: ecological assessment and monitoring 
e Ecology and management in fragmented landscapes 
e Fire ecology and management 
e Water in a drying landscape 
e Enhancing resilience: restoration and rehabilitation 


Major sponsors are Glenelg Hopkins CMA, Ecological Society of 
Australia, and the Department of Sustainability and Environment. 


The registration form is available by email from Carol Hall o A 
Registration form needs to be completed even if people have previously 
replied to an earlier email. As this 1s a very popular conference, please 
get your registration in asap. 


AUSTRALIAN PLANT SOCIETY ACIVITIES 


Wednesday May 11 Australian Plant Society meeting, 7.30pm at Robert 
Clarke Centre. Geoff Lay will speak on Fungi. 


Thursday May 12 Australian Plant Society excursion to Canadian Forest, 
10am - 12.30pm. Meet at corner Cathie Street and Boundary 
Road. Visitors welcome. 


I have had a Golden Orb spider in my garden for at least 2 
months. It has made its large web between two grevilleas. The 
web seems to be repaired each night. The female spider, 
which is much larger that the male, sits in the middle of the 
web with a long ‘string’ of saved flies etc bound in a web 
stretching behind her. I have watched as she binds her catch 
holding it in her front legs and using her mouth to kill the 
insect and bind it up. The Golden Orb is one of the largest 
spiders found in Australia. The golden web looks beautiful in 
the sunlight and is quite strong and sticky — not something to 
be walked into! 
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SEANA AUTUMN CAMP REPORT ANGLESEA 
25'"-28'" MARCH 


The camp was hosted by ANGAIR, - Anglesea, Airey’s Inlet Society for 
the Protection of Flora and Fauna. Some of the aims of this very active 
eroup are - being committed to encouraging the planting of indigenous 
plants in the area, eradicating environmental weeds, preventing or 
minimising pollution in ponds and waterways and public education 
including developing the interest of children through excursions and 
projects. 


The weekend offered a variety of excursions mainly in these two districts 
for the more than 100 participants. One interesting one that I chose was 
exploring the ecology of the Rock pools at Eagle Rock Marine Sanctuary, 
which is below the light house at Airey’s Inlet. The tide was very low and 
our guide Nicole, a marine biologist, and her young son found many 
animals and plants to admire. These included the Decorator Crab which 
attaches sea weed pieces to its shell totally covering and camouflaging 
itself, the beautiful and rare biscuit starfish - see photo, and the also rare 
Keyhole Limpet that was crawling around. Red and orange sea anemones 
were also seen in the pools. Our tour finished admiring the basalt and 
sandstone cliffs and caves there. 


Val Hocking 
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Photos of crab and limpet from Internet 
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FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB OF BALLARAT INCORPORATED 
No. A0014919P ABN 13 150 403 135 
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING - APRIL 8, 2011 


Opening and Apologies 
The President, Elspeth Swan, welcomed 32 members & visitors. 


Apologies were received from Peter and Claire Dalman, Carol Hall, Greg 
and Genny Binns, John Morrish, Zelda Martin, John Petheram. Accepted 
on the motion of Paul Norquay, seconded Fran Hanrahan. 


Minutes of previous meeting: Tabled and Summarised in Ballarat 
Naturalist. Confirmed on the motion of Nina Netherway, Seconded 
Dulcie Brooke. 


Correspondence 
IN: 


CFNC: Castlemaine Naturalist, March 2011. 


Birds Australia: Volunteer Newsletter, March 2011; State of Australia’s Birds 
2010. 


Environment Victoria: River Murray Campaign postcards and online petition; 
Green Action News, Autumn 2011. 


FNCV: Field Nats News, April 2011; The Victorian Naturalist, February 2011; 
Spring Camp at Wonthaggi, Sat 29 October — Tues | November. 


Parks Vic: Mt Warrenheip monitoring. 


Shell Climate Change Forum: University of Ballarat Technology Park on Tuesday 
Sth April 2011. 


DSE: reply to cattle grazing in NP letter. 


Bendigo Bank: Statement 
OUT: 


Consumer Affairs Victoria: Annual Incorporation return. 

Syllabus emailed to contacts. 

Business arising from correspondence: nil 

Reports 

Treasurer's Report: Opening Balance $5285.34, Income: $755, 


Expenses:$124.85 Closing Balance: $5915.49. Accepted on the 
motion of Les Hanrahan; Seconded Ken Hammond; Carried. 


Mt Warrenheip monitoring: Four club members attended. 20mx20m 
plots in burned and unburned areas were surveyed. 


SEANA camp: Several members reported that over 100 people 
including 11 Ballarat Field Nats. attended the camp hosted by 
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9. 


ANGAIR. Evening speakers spoke on local flora, marine biology, 
Hooded Plover, Orange Bellied Parrot and frogs. ANGAIR lead 
excursions focussed on geology, rock pools, birds, heath lands, 
orchids and coastal cliff tops. 


General Business 
That FNCB donate $100 to VNPA to assist with the campaign to 


oust cattle from the Alpine National Park. Moved: John Muiuldren; 
Seconded: Ken Hammond; Carried 


2011 Syllabus has been printed and is available to members. Extra 
copies of a shorter version are available for promotion of the Club. 


The committee is considering setting up a “blog” where members 
could enter field observations and photographs. The “blog” could 
also be used to promote the Club to the community and provide 
contact information. 

Fran Hanrahan volunteered to write up the guest speaker talk. 

Field Reports 

Elspeth Swan: Koala with young seen in Brisbane Ranges during a 
tour with a commercial operator who has 20 years experience. 

Helen Burgess: Koala in Ballarat North, the first one seen since the 


freeway was constructed. Koala was buzzed by magpies and has not 
been seen since. 


John Gregurke: Great Crested, Australasian and Hoary-headed 
Grebe seen from isthmus at Lake Wendouree. Hoary-headed Grebe 
strongly marked. 


Wayne McGuire: At Lake Burrumbeet: Little Eagle and white 
morph of Grey Goshawk (first sighting at Lake Burrumbeet. Pair of 
snakes fighting. 


John Mildren: White morph of Grey Goshawk at Apollo Bay. 
Peter Billing: Mole Cricket dug out of the ground. 
Excursion Arrangements 


Sunday 4 April: John Gregurke Western Wetlands. Winter Swamp, 
Burrumbeet, Goldsmith. 


Syllabus Item 


Peter Marriott: Moths of Victoria. Elspeth Swan thanked Peter for his 
interesting presentation on this large and varied group of insects. 


10. 


Supper 


CALENDAR 2011 


MAY 
Fri 6 Denis & Elizabeth Thurgood, Club Members Desert Tracks 
Sat 7 Lakes and Swamps - Greg Binns, Club Member . Those attending are 


advised to bring gumboots! You will be visiting Clunes Swamp, 
Talbot and Tullaroop Creek. 


Tues 24 Committee Meeting - Dalman’s at 7.30pm 


JUNE 

Fri 3 Carol Hall, Geographer/Club Member 4 Touch of Ice - Spitsbergen 
& Greenland 2010 

Sun 5 Mooramong - David Coutts, Ranger 


DON’T FORGET - CLUB CAMP 2011 


A reminder to those going to the Club Camp on Friday 18 to Sunday 20 
November at Takaru Resort, Halls Gap to book you accommodation. 
Remember to say you are from the Field Naturalists Club of Ballarat as 
there will be a discount. . 


Committee 

PLESIGOMNE. cscceiccciecsiecrivecieest Ms Elspeth Swan 

Vice-President.................. Mr Greg Binns 

SECLELALY .......ceeeeceeeeeeeeeeees Mrs Carol Hall 

TREASURER cccacsscccsas nse ce-cacesecs Mr Les Hanrahan 
Mrs Claire Dalman ................... Mr John Gregurke..................0066 
Mr Peter Dalman ..................... Mrs Val Hocking... 
Dr Frances Hanrahan ................ Ms Nina Netherway (editor) ...... 
Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 


Email: Secretary:-Carol Hall, 
Editor: Nina Netherway, 


Website: www.ballarat.yourguide.com.au Click on Community>Local Clubs> Environment 


Meetings are held at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr Gillies and Gregory Sts, on 
the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm.. 

Excursions: Leave from the carpark at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr Gillies 
and Gregory Sts. 


A monthly publication of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat Inc. 
Incorporation # A0014919P ABN 13 150 403 135 


